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1 

Haul routes –  
HS2 Ltd to provide a detailed 
programme of works for Solihull. 
Effective mitigation measures required 
to: 
-Manage impact of construction traffic 
-Minimise congestion 
-Minimise use of the highways 
network, where possible. 
-Ensure road safety 

An update on the proposed Haul routes was 
presented at the IAG meeting on 7/3/22. 
 
The latest position will be shown on the route 
flythrough at the 21/11 meeting. Haul routes and 
plant crossings will remain in use during the 
duration of the civils construction period. 
 
The latest position will be shown on the route 
flythrough at the 15/3/23 meeting. 

21/11/22 

Update 
presentation 

to be 
provided at 

a future 
meeting by 

HS2. 

15/3/23 Open 

2 

Chelmsley Wood public space – 
potential mitigation for loss of land at 
Heath Park. Cllr Rolf requested that 
HS2 consider providing a skateboard 
park in Heath Park to mitigate the loss 
of a football pitch 

HS2 have been able to relocate one of the two 
football pitches in Heath Park affected by the HS2 
scheme. 
HS2 are reviewing the Cabinet Member request to 
see if construction of the Skate Park work could be 
incorporated into Site Restoration. It is not 
envisaged that we will be in a position to provide 
an update until later this year when the design will 
be further advanced. 
 
Updated wording circulated on 1/6/22: 
 
Our position to date is that we will consider the 

request and make a judgement once we are in a 

position to do so as it could be supported through 

BBV’s community investment programme, so long 

as other funding/support from SMBC, or another 

route can be secured. 

21/11/22 

Verbal 
update to be 
provided at 
the meeting 
on 15/3/23 

No Open 



Last updated: Tuesday, 07 March 2023 

Ref Theme HS2 Response 
Last 

updated 
Next 

Update 
Agenda 

Item 
Status 

Update: A meeting was held between HS2 Ltd, 

BBV and SMBC on 24/11/22. To confirm, BBV’s 

demobilisation may be able to provide some 

facilitation for a future skatepark/leisure facility. 

However, whilst HS2 Ltd is not in a position to 

commit to the construction of such a facility, we 

will continue to engage with SMBC. 

SMBC are also considering making a bid for 

HS2’s Community & Environment Funding (CEF) 

to look at other options for Bluebell Park which is 

nearby. 

3 

Loss of green spaces  
- creation of ecological mitigation sites  
- issues with site clearance on 
Diddington Lane and mitigation plans 
- Joint collaborative working on re-use 
of land at Balsall Common 

HS2 has launched a vision for a ‘green corridor’ of 
new woodlands and wildlife habitats alongside the 
railway. They will replace habitats affected by the 
construction of HS2, while conserving and 
enhancing some too. On phase one of the 
railway, 33.4 sq km of habitats will be left behind 
in the corridor – which is over 30% more than we 
are affecting in the first place. This is part of the 
commitment to ensure there is no net-loss of bio-
diversity as part of the construction of HS2.  
A number of ecological webinars have taken 
place and the item on ecology at a previous 
meeting covered the steps taken to create the 
“green corridor” and mitigation sites. Please see 
links below to recent HS2 webinars: 
 

 Habitats and Wetlands in the West Midlands: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?edufilter=NU
LL&v=d0EE6V4xJoc 

13/12/21 

Update 
presentation 

to be 
provided at 

a future 
meeting by 

HS2. 

No Open 
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 Managing Protected Species: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?edufilter=NU
LL&v=d10KqvAkDPU 

 HS2 Green Corridor: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?edufilter=NU
LL&v=qID9IwnxAuQ 

 HS2: the track to COP26 14/10/21 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwJO8b8
MRGE 

 HS2: clean construction 4/11/21  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OrbAhJG
8-E 

 HS2: A resilient, reliable railway 9/11/21 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2AE_8llgQ
aY 

 HS2: Sustainable stations 11/11/21 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkLhF-
XVyJc 

 
Each Schedule 17 plans and specifications 
relating to assets in the borough will include 
indicative landscaping and planting. These will be 
finalised in the bringing into use submissions 
Schedule 17s.Therefore, as designs are finalised 
greater detail regarding green spaces will be 
provided. 
 
The additional landscape workshops between 

HS2 and SMBC are still occurring to feed into the 

ongoing detailed design of our landscape areas. 

As part of this process, we are looking at how we 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkLhF-XVyJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkLhF-XVyJc
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collectively maximise the opportunities created by 

the HS2 Green Corridor initiative.  

We are also taking legal advice on the potential to 

use land for additional planting to ensure we are 

compliant with Act, ES & U&As particularly in 

relation to return of land for agriculture. We also 

need to consider the whole life costs and ongoing 

maintenance of these areas which is currently out 

of scope and would need support from DfT. 

Once we have a further view on these aspects we 

will provide another update. 

4 

River Blythe and Balsall Common 
Viaduct Key Design Elements  - HS2 
to address 3 areas of concern :- 
Materials for noise barriers 
Abutment designs 
Landscape mitigation 
HS2 to advise on programme for 
Public Consultation & IDP meetings 

This was subject to an update for IAG members in 
January. An update was presented at the IAG 
meeting on 7/3. 
 
An update was given at 21/11 meeting. 

21/11/22 

Update to be 
provided at 
the 15/3/23 
meeting by 

HS2. 

Yes Open 

Additional Themes 

5 Kenilworth Greenway 

A verbal update was presented at the IAG 
meeting on 7/3 in regard to the ongoing 
maintenance of the existing, temporary Greenway 
and the timeframe for delivering the permanent 
scheme. 
 

7/3/22 

Update to be 
provided at 

a future 
meeting by 

HS2.  

No Open 



Last updated: Tuesday, 07 March 2023 

Ref Theme HS2 Response 
Last 

updated 
Next 

Update 
Agenda 

Item 
Status 

The reinstatement programme for the permanent 
scheme is scheduled for around 2025. 

6 Participation in tree planting 

BBV will be working with our contractors to 
encourage community participation in tree 
planting and would welcome any interest. COVID-
19 has restricted the number of events to 
encourage participation in tree planting. BBV are 
keen to restart this once it is safe to do so.  
 
Planting in the Limits of deviation (LoD) will be to 
lineside planting specification. Opportunities for 
wider involvement will be directed towards areas 
outside of the LoD. 

13/12/21 tbc No Open 

7 HS2 Road Safety Fund  

At their Decision Session on 10th January the 
Cabinet Member for Environment and 
Infrastructure approved the use of Solihull’s HS2 
Road Safety Fund Allocation to deliver these 
programme set out in Appendix E of the report 
over the next 3 years (2022 to 2024), and 
continue to provide annual performance reports to 
this portfolio. 

13/12/21 tbc tbc Open 

Closed Items 

8 Public rights of way 
The public rights of way working group had been 
set up with stakeholders to discuss these issues 
further. Meetings are ongoing. 

13/12/21 
No further 

update 
N/A Closed 

 


