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INDUCTION BRIEFING NOTE

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY POWERS TO SCRUTINISE CRIME AND DISORDER 
MATTERS

The Police and Justice Act 2006 introduced a requirement for local authorities to have a 
“crime and disorder committee” with the power to review or scrutinise decisions made or 
other action taken by Responsible Authorities in relation to the discharge of their crime and 
disorder functions.

The Responsible Authorities in an area are:

the local authority.
the police force.
the probation service.
the fire and rescue authority.
the clinical commissioning group.

There is a statutory requirement for these Authorities to work together to jointly agree and 
deliver community safety priorities in a ‘crime and disorder reduction partnership’ (CDRP). In 
Solihull, this partnership is known as the Safer Solihull Local Police and Crime Board and, in 
common with other CDRPs, its membership includes other relevant Partners.

These arrangements are based on the recognition that delivery of public services requires a 
range of different organisations to work together; and that there needs to be a way of 
ensuring their effectiveness in doing so. The scrutiny powers contribute to this by ensuring 
that there is a clear structure for overseeing and reviewing the delivery of joint responses to 
community safety issues, and that there is a transparent link between partner agencies and 
the public. 

In preparation for meeting the requirements of the Police and Justice Act 2006, Council 
designated the “crime and disorder committee” role to the Stronger Communities & 
Neighbourhood Services Scrutiny Board. It was a matter for each local authority to 
determine the most appropriate way to put these new powers into action. There is no ‘one 
size fits all’ approach and the Regulations, and supporting guidance is flexible in approach. 
In recent years, the Board has performed this function as a collective group of Members and 
by establishing a smaller dedicated Panel.

Focus of Scrutiny Activity

The legislation provides powers to scrutinise the Safer Solihull Local Police and Crime Board 
and the partners who comprise it, insofar as their activities relating to the Partnership itself. 
This reinforces the perspective that tackling crime and disorder requires a joint approach and 
cross-organisational working, and requires a scrutiny focus on the strategic work of the 
“Partnership” rather than the operational activities of individual partners e.g. West Midlands 
Police. 



Frequency of Scrutiny Activity

The Regulations require that a minimum of one meeting per year of crime and disorder 
related scrutiny issues. However, the supporting guidance suggests that more benefit will be 
obtained from the development of on-going dialogue between “crime and disorder 
committees” and those (Partnerships) being overseen and scrutinised. 

Format for Scrutiny Activity

Scrutiny should look to incorporate consideration of crime and disorder matters into its 
annual work programme and, ideally, this would be developed and agreed in consultation 
with the Partnership and reflect local needs and priorities.

As with any other item on the Board’s work programme, the process for undertaking scrutiny 
can take a variety of different forms. Amongst other things, this could include:

 Consulting the Partnership on key local issues that it would like to review; and for 
Scrutiny to carry out a specific review of one/ more of those issues.

 Using the Partnerships’ Annual Strategic Assessment as a way of identifying issues 
of concern to review.

 Co-opting a member of the Partnership when reviewing a relevant issue.
 Responding to consultations from the Partnership.
 Supporting strategy and policy development, including development of the Strategic 

Assessment.
 Inviting a partnership representative(s) to attend a meeting once a year to talk about 

past performance/ future issues etc.
 Inviting a representative(s) of the Partnership to discuss a specific issue.
 Regular provision of Partnership performance and/ or financial data to Scrutiny.
 Consulting the Partnership on other areas of Scrutiny’s work that might have indirect 

implications for community safety issues.

Involvement of Co-optees

The Regulations allow for “crime and disorder committees” to co-opt additional members to 
serve when it considers crime and disorder matters. Scrutiny can co-opt additional persons 
that are an employee, officer or member of a Responsible Authority or Co-operating Body 
(excluding members of the local authority’s executive), and it can decide whether they 
should have the right to vote.. 

If Members feel that co-option is not appropriate at this stage, Scrutiny could still involve 
external people in its work by inviting them to attend meetings and give evidence as 
required.

Powers to Request Information and Attendance at Meetings

Overview and scrutiny has only been able to require information and attendance at meetings 
from Members and officers of their own local authority. While the Boards have often invited 
external organisations to attend meetings to assist in its work (and they are usually willing to 
attend) they have not been able to compel them to do so. The powers for “crime and 
disorder committees” means that scrutiny is able to request information and attendance at 
meetings in relation to the scrutiny of crime and disorder matters.



Provision of Information

As part of the scrutiny process, the Board might require some information from the 
Partnership. When asked for such information, the Partnership will be under a duty to 
provide the information requested as soon as reasonably possible. Where necessary, 
information provided should be depersonalised.

Attendance at Meetings

As part of the scrutiny process, the Board may request the attendance of a representative of 
the Partnership at a meeting. If this happens, a Responsible Authority is obliged to send a 
representative to the meeting, unless reasonable notice of the date of the meeting has not 
been given.


