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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To note the requirement for a statutory review of the Statement of Licensing Policy 
under the Licensing Act 2003. 

1.2 To agree to a short consultation in respect of the above. 

2. Decision(s) recommended 

2.1 To agree to a 20-day consultation running from 6-25 November 2020 proposing that 
the existing Statement of Licensing Policy be rolled over in its current form and 
reviewed in the next 12-24 months, most likely once the COVID-19 pandemic has 
subsided. 

3. Matters for Consideration 

3.1 The Council is required to review and publish a Statement of Licensing Policy every 5 
years (or earlier if deemed necessary).  The last revision was published in January 
2016, so the next one needs to be published by January 2021. 

3.2 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the impact it has had on licensing authorities 
and the hospitality industry, officers feel it is appropriate to consult on the basis that 
the current policy should be rolled forward in its existing form and take in to account 



 

 
 

any representations received on that basis.  It is proposed that a more comprehensive 
review could then be undertaken at a later date. 

3.3 The current Statement of Licensing Policy document is attached at Appendix A.  

3.4 It is proposed that a further meeting of the Licensing Committee takes place on Friday 
27 November to consider any representations received, and propose that the 
Statement of Policy is adopted by Full Council on 8 December.  Although papers will 
be published 5 working days before, any consultation responses received and any 
necessary amendments to the Statement of Policy will be made available to members 
on Thursday 26 November. 

4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them? 

4.1 There are no alternative options as this is a statutory requirement.  

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option 

5.1 The Licensing Act 2003 requires Licensing Authorities to publish their Statement of 
Licensing Policy on or before 7 January in each five year period.  

6. Implications and Considerations 

6.1 State how the proposals in this report contribute to the priorities in the Council Plan: 

Priority: Contribution: 

Economy: 

1. Revitalising our towns and local 
centres. 

2. UK Central (UKC) and maximising the 
opportunities of HS2. 

3. Increase the supply of housing, 
especially affordable and social 
housing. 

The Statement of Policy outlines the 
general approach the authority will take in 
making decisions about licensing 
applications.  This includes a generally 
permissive regime (provided the licensing 
objectives are promoted satisfactorily), 
which helps to build a thriving local 
economy. 

Environment: 

4. Enhance Solihull’s natural environment. 
5. Improve Solihull’s air quality. 
6. Reduce Solihull’s net carbon emissions. 

One of the four licensing objectives is the 
Prevention of Public Nuisance, which is 
generally defined as noise, litter and 
noxious smells.  The Statement of Policy 
illustrates how the licensing authority and 
applicants/licence holders can help to 
promote this objective and therefore 
minimise the impact on the local 
environment. 

People and Communities: 

7. Take action to improve life chances in 
our most disadvantaged communities. 

The Statement of Policy helps to outline the 
balance between the needs and rights of 
local residents and the ability of licence 
holders to operate a responsibly managed 

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Ourvisionandpriorities/Council_plan.pdf


 

 
 

8. Enable communities to thrive. 
9. Sustainable, quality, affordable 

provision for adults & children with 
complex needs. 

thriving business.  The licensing objective 
‘Protection of Children from Harm’ ensures 
that children are not exposed to licensable 
activities that may endanger them.  It is a 
requirement of the Licensing Authority and 
applicants/licence holders to ensure the 
objectives are upheld.  .       

6.2 Consultation and Scrutiny: 

6.2.1 A 20-day consultation will take place between 6-25 November.  All responsible 
authorities and a number of trade/residents representatives will be contacted by email 
and the consultation will be advertised publicly on the Council website and through 
social media channels as appropriate. 

6.3 Financial implications: 

6.3.1 None 

6.4 Legal implications: 

6.4.1 It is a statutory requirement to review, consult on and publish a Statement of Licensing 
Policy at least once every 5 years.   

6.5 Risk implications: 

6.5.1 Although no changes to the existing policy are proposed, the short length of the 
consultation period may be challenged.  However due to the Council meeting 
schedule and the need to publish the Statement of Policy by 7 January 2021, it was 
felt that this risk is low. 

6.6 Equality implications: 

6.6.1 None identified 

7. List of appendices referred to 

7.1 Appendix A – Current Statement of Licensing Policy 

8. Background papers used to compile this report 

8.1 None 

9. List of other relevant documents 

9.1 Licensing Act 2003 

9.2 Home Office Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 (dated 
April 2018) 


